
A. Citations
Provides information about why citations are important to the author and researcher; 
explains a bit about the different citations styles and the way they meet the purpose and 
needs of difference academic disciplines; provides information about resources to help 
learn about how to cite sources; provides information about citation manager tools like 
RefWorks, Zotero and EndNote and workshop sessions you can attend to learn more 
about how to use them; and provides information about the Writing Center and how they 
can help you with your writing and citing needs.
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Definition of “Citation”
Explains the difference between an in-text citation and the citation which appears in the 
bibliography, references or works cited page.
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Importance of Citations - To the Author and to the Research

Provides reasons why citations are important to both the author or creator of the work and 
to the researcher.
Examples are:

Author:
- Provides information for the author to go back and find the sources during the 
writing process.
- Keeps a record of all of the information you used or considered.
- Helps provide context to your argument in a larger discussion.
Researcher:
- Provides information to the researcher so he/she can better understand the 
author’s argument and the research.
- Provides information for the researcher to be able to find other relevant sources 
by going to the bibliography or references page.
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There are Different Citation Styles

Discusses the major citation styles (MLA, APA, Chicago) and explains why there are so 
many different ones. Explains the context for discipline’s needs and purposes. Illustrates 
this point by using 1-3 examples.
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Citation Management Tools

Provides an overview of different citation management tools and provides links to find 
more information about how to download/use these tools. Probably link to Zotero, 
EndNote, RefWorks.
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Resources to Help with Citing

Provides links to manuals and guides to help with citing. Link to Purdue Owl Writing 
Lab.
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The Writing Center

Introduces what the Writing Center does.
Provides contact information.
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B. Considering Creation, Use & Reuse of Information
 
Intellectual Property

Explains what intellectual property is, why it is important and rights you have as a creator 
and user of information.
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How do I know if I can use this…?

Provides examples of fair use of information and resources. Examples include:
Can I use this idea from a book or article in my paper?
Can I use this song on my website? On my video for a course assignment?
Can I use this image in my paper?
Can I use this YouTube video for ?
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Copyright

Provides an introduction to copyright guidelines and why it is important. Also provide 
copyright from the point-of-view of a user of information and a creator of information.
User and Creator Point-of-Views
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Creative Commons

Provides an introduction to Creative Commons. Provides information from a user 
point-of-view in how to find and use Creative Commons licensed resources. Provides 
information from a creator point-of-view in how to create works and share them under 



Creative Commons licenses.
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Open Access and Open-Source

Provides information on Open Access and Open-Source and what it means as a user and 
creator of information.
Adapt this SPARC initiative ARL: “By open access, we mean its immediate, free 
availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search or link to the full text of these articles, crawl them for indexing, 
pass them as data to software or use them for any other lawful purpose…”
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C. Plagiarism: The Black, the White and the Grey
 
What is it and why is it important?

Provides an explanation of what plagiarism is, an introduction to some common forms of 
plagiarism and why plagiarism is important to understand.
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Variations on One Example Passage

Provides one passage with a variety of scenarios of grey area of plagiarism. The 
examples address word-for-word copying or unacknowledged direct quotation, copied 
selected passages and phrases without proper acknowledgment and paraphrasing the text 
while maintaining the basic paragraph and sentence structure.
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